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The Disciples’ Prayer VI

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.
Matt 6:13 “And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. [For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.]”

The last part of this prayer is not present in the oldest manuscripts and it is not present in Luke’s version of this prayer but, as I have been adding it all of my life, I have to include it here.  

Temptations come to us from two sources: our concupiscence and Satan.  Concupiscence is certainly a big word and maybe a new word to many.  However each of us has a rather large supply of concupiscence in our being.  The most common meaning of the term in English is the innate tendency of human beings to do evil.  The word is often used specifically for sinful sexual desires but it generally means the “original sin” of mankind.  Note that it is a tendency to do something evil in the sight of God and not the actual doing of the sin.  [There is a difference in interpretation among Catholics and Protestants, but I will not be chasing that rabbit!]  All of us possess this tendency due to “the fall” and after being born again we are engaged in the process of sanctification or cleansing of ourselves of such tendencies.  Paul discussed this issue:
1Thes 4:3 “For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality;

1Thes 4:4 that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor,

1Thes 4:5 not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God;

1Thes 4:6 and that no man transgress and defraud his brother in the matter because the Lord is the avenger in all these things, just as we also told you before and solemnly warned you.

1Thes 4:7 For God has not called us for the purpose of impurity, but in sanctification.

1Thes 4:8 Consequently, he who rejects this is not rejecting man but the God who gives His Holy Spirit to you.”
James also discussed this issue:

James 1:14 “But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.

James 1:15 Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.”

How often have we done something wrong and said “I just got carried away.”  We did not know that wee were quoting Scripture!  

So when we are asking God to lead us not into temptation we are asking Him to lead us in ways that will not promote some act from either our sinful nature or from some enticement from Satan.  When we ask Him to deliver us from evil, the request means really to deliver us away from the acts that Satan may have in store for us.  We know that Satan is alive and well today and that he is seeking to destroy:

1Peter 5:8 “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.”
We require God’s protection for Satan is powerful and he can do a lot of damage to us:

Luke 22:31 “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat;

Luke 22:32 but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.”

Notice that Jesus did not say that he refused Satan’s request but that He prayed for Peter to have an unfailing faith.  God allows us to go through tempting/trying times just as He did for His Son during the times that Satan tempted Jesus.  Our sanctification process requires us to go through such tempting/testing times so that we may properly understand our total dependence upon God and not on ourselves.  Such times God also allows to show us that we can defeat them with His help.  In the development of an athlete the person needs to experience defeats and victories, and such are even more important for the child of God as he develops his spiritual abilities.  
David did not really need a physical implement (slingshot) to defeat Goliath but God allowed him to have the tool for his self-confidence.  However we must have the proper spiritual tools to defeat Satan and his demons and God freely has them available:

Eph 6:14 “Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness,

Eph 6:15 and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace;

Eph 6:16 in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming missiles of the evil one.

Eph 6:17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

Eph 6:18 With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints,”

These tools along with prayer and petition in the Spirit at all times will give us victory over our concupiscence and Satan.  

The last part of the prayer begins with the word “for” and whenever we see that word we need to look back and see what it is there for.  In this case it refers back to the entire prayer.  We can ask all of the items in the prayer because we are praying to the Creator and Ruler of the universe as well as our Father.  He is omniscient, omnipresent, and omnipotent.  There is nothing that our Lord cannot do and He loves us as His children.  So pray the prayer with confidence that He will do whatever He wills and that He loves us in complete ways that we can only approximate.  
